
PANSEXUAL:
Terms used to describe people who have romantic, sexual, or affectional 
desire for people of all genders and sexes. Used by many in place of 
“bisexual,” which implies that only two sexes or genders exist.

ASEXUAL:
A person who does not experience sexual attraction.   Asexually  -A sexual 
orientation generally characterized by not feeling sexual attraction or a 
desire for partnered sexuality. Asexuality is distinct from celibacy, which is 
the deliberate abstention from sexual activity. Some asexuals do have sex. 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION
An enduring emotional, romantic, sexual, and/or affectional 
attraction. Terms include homosexual, heterosexual, bisexual, 
pansexual, non-monosexual, queer, and asexual, and more apply to 
varying degrees. Sexual orientation is fluid, and people use a variety 
of labels to describe their own. Sometimes sexual preference 
is used but can be p

SEXUAL ORIENTATION
An enduring emotional, romantic, s

opposite sex             both sexes             same sex

Sexual Behavior

straight       bisexual/pansexual       gay/lesbian

Romantic & Sexual Attraction

SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Sexual Orientation vs. Gender Identity



INTERSEX:
People who naturally (that is, without any medical interventions) develop 
primary and/or secondary sex characteristics that do not fit neatly into society’s 
definitions of male or female. This term has replaced “hermaphrodite”.

CISGENDER:
A gender identity that society considers to “match” the biosexual sex assigned 
at birth. The prefix cis- means “on this side of” or “not across from.” A term 
used to call attention to the privilege of people who are not transgendered.
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GENDER IDENTITY

GENDER IDENTITY
A person’s internal sense of self-conceptualization of their own 
gender. Used to call attention to the self-identification inherent 
in gender. Cisgender, transgender, man, woman, genderqueer, etc. 
are all gender identities.

Everyone has a sexual orientation AND a gender identity!
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